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explained himself by giving various quaint examples
of the summary or common laws, of which each science
has its own illustration. He complains that " he finds
this part of learning very deficient, the profounder
sort of wits drawing a bucket now and then for their
own use, but the spring-head unvisited. This was the
dry light which did scorch and offend most men's watery
natures." Plato had signified the same sense, when
he said, "All the great arts require a subtle and specu-
lative research into the law of nature, since loftiness
of thought and perfect mastery over every subject
seem to be derived from some such source as this.
This Pericles had, in addition to a great natural
genius. For, meeting with Anaxagoras, who was a
person of this kind, he attached himself to him, and
nourished himself with sublime speculations on the
absolute intelligence: and imported thence into the
oratorical art whatever could be useful to it."

A few generalisations always circulate in the world,
whose authors we do not rightly know, which astonish,
and appear to be avenues to vast kingdoms of thought,
and these are in the world constants, like the Coperni-
can and Newtonian theories in physics. In England,
these may be traced usually to Shakspeare, Bacon,
Milton, or Hooker, even to Van Helmont and Behmen,
and do all have a kind of filial retrospect to Plato and
the Greeks. Of this kind is Lord Bacon's sentence,
that "nature is commanded by obeying her;" his
doctrine of poetry, which " accommodates the shows
of things to the desires of the mind," or the Zoroas-
trian definition of poetry, mystical, yet exact, "apparent